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A Winter's Tale for the Bastions
NICHOLAS WEEKS
On Wednesday, 18 December 2013, about 120 people assembled in the hall of the
Bastions building, not for a course, conference, nor special cocktail evening, but for an
unusual performance. Shakespeare's The Winter's Tale, as adapted by Emmet [Embodied
Metaphors] – The English Department Theatre Group, was a celebratory moment. After
the chilling opening sequences during which the audience was witness to the rising jealousy of Leontes, his wholesale condemnation of his wife Hermione, the apparent death
of the latter during the ensuing trial, and the denial of the sacred prophecy of Delphos,
all were treated to festive food and drinks as our narrator came on stage to announce an
interval of 16 years within the diegetic world of the play.

Panettone, champagne, flowers, crisps, and mandarins were distributed to the audience
while Perdita and her lover Florizel launched into an impromptu salsa initiated by the
tender sway of Florizel's loving words:
When you do dance, I wish you
A wave o'th' sea, that you might ever do
Nothing but that, move still, still so,
And own no other function. Each your doing,
So singular in each particular,
Crowns what you are doing in the present deeds,
That all your acts are queens. (4.4.140-146)
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Yet, the anger that had left Leontes as a most dejected creature at the end of Hermione's
trial scene seems to have tainted Polixenes, the king of Bohemia. Banished from Sicilia
under specious pretenses, the latter chides his son for falling in love with a mere peasant,
a low-born lass, daughter of a sheep-hook.
If, after reconciliation, the text ends well with a double marriage characteristic of Shakespeare's greatest comedies; in our performance, a snowstorm ended the play by covering
the partners of a single union – intimations of a frozen country where the forsaken are
not forgotten.
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Emmet in Spring 2014
Nature and politics will be the grand themes of this new semester's project. Henry David
Thoreau's "Civil Disobedience" (1848) and Ralph Waldo Emerson's eulogy for the latter (1862) will serve as a platform to explore issues of conformism and dissidence, but
also self-reliance and respect for the trees, rivers, fishes, birds, plants, and all forms of life
which constitute our environment. This original outdoor project is scheduled for May
2014, so keep a lookout for additional info on www.emmet.ch.
Focus group meetings are a new feature of Emmet for students who might be too shy
to join a project but who are willing to go and see plays in Geneva and to discuss them
afterward over a drink. Check the list of plays on the news section of our website.
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